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11 •th-AwnopoA  flftvoligy-^Sginarvt- 
ATTNr— 6-3- 


►APO  US-gowee-9629^ 


Commander 

U.S.  Military  Assistance  Command,  VIETNAM 

ATTN 1  J343 

APO  US  Fccoes  96243 
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Refereiioesi  “* 

а.  Of  OKI)  O 6-66  (Operation  HICKORY),  Headquarters,  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
Regiment,  1  Oot  66. 

b«  CP  CRD  03-66  (Operation  HICKCRY),  Headquarters,  3~Hth  Armored  Cavalry 
Regiment,  2  Oot  66. 

1.  NAMES  OR  IDENTITY  AND/CR  TYPE  OF  OPERATION 

a.  Operation  HICKCRY 

b.  Sear  oh  and  Destroy/Route  and  Area  Reconnaiesanoe . 

»  .  e 

2.  DATES  OF  OPERATION.  070518  Ootober  through  I5213O  Ootoher  196 6. 

3.  LOCATION.  NHON  TRACE  Distrlot  in  aj.vn  detii^iated  by  Annex  B  ( CP  CRD 
Overlay).  Referenoesi  Map,  VIETNAM,  1*50,000,  Sheets,  6330  I,  6330  II  (Series 
L7014). 

4*  CoNTROL  HEADQUARTERS,  nth  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment. 

5.  REPORTING  OFFICER.  LTC  Palmer  A.  Peterson. 

б.  TASK  ORGANIZATION.  See  Annex  A. 

7.  SUPPORTING  FORCES. 
a*  Air  Support 

(1)  Preplanned  air  strikes*  Mono. 

(2)  Immediate  air  strikes*  One  immediate  sir  strike  was  request¬ 
ed  on  known  VO  positions  Vio  15077879 1  but  request  was  refused  by  tho  District 
Chief  to  proximity  of  populated  exon*  The  objeotive  vas  a  dearly  defined 

hill  vhioh  oould  have  been  identified  and  easily  hit  by  a  lov  performance  aircraft. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RVCs  MACVJ :  3-32)  (Cont) 

The  FAC  was  in  the  air  over  the  Area  of  Operation  by  0800  hours  each  day  of 
operation. 

b.  Squadron  and  Regimental  Aviation. 

(1)  A  total  of  101  hours  of  air  time  was  recorded  by  helicopter 
pilots  flying  in  support  of  the  ground  action.  Of  that,  49  hours  were  flown 
in  UH-1B  aircraft  and  52  hours  flown  in  OH-23G  aircraft. 

(2)  A  total  of  5  strikes  from  light  fire  teams  were  flown.  Specific 
results  of  the  strikes  could  not  be  determined,  but  they  contributed  in  at 
least  two  cases  in  nuetralizing  VC  fire.  The  following  ordnance  was  expended. 

2.75  Inch  Rockets  -  140  rds. 

7.62  Linked  -  12,000  rds. 

(3)  Helioopter  support  was  also  used  for  Forward  Observer  missions 
(total  of  3  hours)  and  for  aerial  resupply.  The  major  item  resupplied  by  air 
was  gasoline.  Six-Hundred  gallons  were  brought  in  by  helicopter  in  barrels 
and  five  gallon  containers.  Other  items  such  as  repair  parts,  radio  batteries, 
artillery  ammunition  (60  rounds),  and  mortar  ammunition  (35  rounds)  were  also 
flown  in  by  helicopter. 

o.  Artillery. 

(1)  Generali  Several  artillery  units  were  available  to  provide 
fire  support  for  the  operation  a3  indicated  below.  However,  the  major  artillery 
fires  utilized  oame  from  the  Squadron's  Howitzer  Battery. 

(2)  Units  1 

(d)  A/C-27  Artillery  (8"/l75mm)  (GS)i  Provided  on  call  fires 

in  objective  area.  Fires  not  employed. 

(b)  l/B/115  Artillery  (105mm)  (ARVN)  (G3)i  Provided  on  call 

fires  in  objective  area.  Fires  not  employed, 

(o)  Howitzer  Battery  1-11  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (G3  Rein) : 
provided  on  call  fires  in  objective  area.  Fired  effective  illumination  when 
command  post  oame  under  attack  on  O8OO45  October  1966. 

(d)  Howitzer  Battery  3-H  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (ATCHO) » 
Fired  a  total  of  957  rounds  of  ammunition  during  the  ops  ration,  657  HS,  146 
Illumination,  and  174  The  battery  was  used  primarily  to  fire  H  &  I  firos 
on  suspected  or  possible  VC  base  camps,  supply  pts,  etc;  to  provide  illumination 
for  the  fighting  units;  and  to  give  close  support,  protective,  and  destructive 
fire  as  required.  In  addition,  the  looation  of  tho  Howitzer  Battery  in  the 
CP  complex  added  greatly  to  CP  security. 

Results: 

1.  Hil  Firos «  Ono  secondary  explosion  resulted  from 
a  mission  fired  on  ooord  YSIO586O  on  tho  evening  of  14  Oct.  On  this  mission 
HE  was  fired  with  fuze  dolay  which  would  have  a  mine  effect  and  could  oxplode 
ordnance  either  on  the  surface  of  the  ground  or  buried  slightly  beneath.  Tho 
explosion  lasted  for  10  seconds.  Other  results  wore  indeterminate. 

2..  Uluminatiom  Illumination  missions  were  fired 
nightly  during  the  operation.  Diamond  formations  wore  firod  with  great  success 
using  fdur  howitzers;  pentagon  formations  w/five  howitzers  were  also  very  offoot- 
ive  (tho  sixth  howitzor  was  deadlined).  The  battery  found  that  it  was  possible 
to  illuminate  its  own  position  by  using  the  following  datai  Chg  1,  Fuze  time, 

Time  7»3  ■  7»5  soo,  QS  1150  -  1350M*.  In  adjusting  this  fire,  it  was  found  to 
bo  more  effective  to  give  lateral  shifts  in  terras  of  numbor  of  turns  of  tho 
handwheel  rather  than  in  terms  of  deflection  changes.  Also,  illumination  was 
used  to  light  tho  way  for  Armorod  Vehioleo  moving  through  the  jungle  and  for 
protection  of  isolated  elements. 
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SUBJECT  i  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RVCt  MACVJ  3-32)  (Cont) 

3,  Close-Support t  Closo  support  fire  was  found  to  ‘be 
vory  effeotivej  however,  there  were  many  occasions  when  it  oould  not  he  utilized 
duo  to  the  proximity  of  villagos  that  had  boon  dosignated  as  a  no-fire  aroa  by 
the  Diatriot  Chief.  Air  observation  was  practically  tho  only  neans  for  register¬ 
ing  or  adjusting  fire  duo  to  tho  heavily  vogitatod  terrain.  Close  support 
was  utilized  within  100  meters  of  troops  without  inflioting  any  U.S.  casualties. 
The  Squadron's  Battery  responded  with  exceptional  speed,  aocuraoy,  and  care 
when  notifiod  that  oloso  support  was  required.  Despite  the  noamoss  of  heavily 
populated  areas,  only  one  oivilian  casualty  was  reported  as  result  of  artillery 
fire. 

4f  Ammunition i  Low  ASR  of  illumination  rounds  was  tho 
only  defioionoy  in  ammunition  resupply)  however,  this  had  no  effect  on  missions. 

5.  Survey!  Aoourate  data  was  difficult  to  obtain.  Tho 
azimuth  gyxoeoopo  was  not  used  booauso  of  the  oonstont  vibrations  oausod  by 
the  holiooptor  traffio  in  and  out  of  tho  0?.  Sun  shots  were  not  particularly 
useful,  as  tho  movoment  of  the  sun  hoar  the  equator  is  not  oonduoivo  to  good 
survoy. 

(e)  Kortor  Battory  (Provisional)  3-11  Armd  Cav  Regt  (ATCHO)  i 
For  this  oporation  firos  of  tho  Troop  mortar  sootions  wero  under  oontrol  of 
the  Squadron  FSCC,  which  was  headed  by  tho  How  Btry  Commander.  In  addition, 
when  the  situation  and  terrain  made  it  advantageous,  at  least  two  troop"  mortar 
seotions  were  combined  into  one  battery  known  as  Mortar  Battery  (provisional) » 

•/4»re  details  on  the  functioning,  advantages,  and  disadvantages  of  this  system 
are  disoussed  in  paragraph  I40  under  "Special  Equipment' and  Techniques".  During 
the  operation  the  provisional  battery  fired  371  rounds  of  ammunition*-  9  Illumination 
28  VP,  and  252  HE.  The  battery  was  particularly  effective  in  illuminating  the 
CP  area,  isolated  positions,  eto.  It  fired  several  H  &  I  missions  but  had  few 
missions  in  a  olose  support  role. 

8.  INTELLIGENCE « 

a.  Prior  to  Operation*  Information  on  the  enemy  and  the  area  of  operations 
was  obtained  from  the  following  souroos.  US  advisors  from  the  LONG  THANH  and 
NHQN  TRACH  sub-seotore  and  the  BIEN  HQA  Seotor,  HQ  III  Corps  (ARVN),  Regional 
Foroe  units  in  the  area  to  inolude  Reoondo  Teams,  and  current  INTSUMS  and  area 
studios  from  II  Field  Foroe  7,  Detailed  information  on  routes,  bridges,  eto., 
was  furnished  by  the  517th  Engr.  Bn.  The  information  gathered  indicated  that 
the  3rd  Sqn,  11th  Armd  Cav  Regt  would  be  opposed  by  one  local  force  company, 
consisting  of  four  identified  local  foroa  platoons  end  by  several  other  guerrilla 
platoons  and  squads .  Information  from  Recondo  Toons  further  indiw-tod  that  tho 
main  VC  strong  points  wero  in  tho^PHU  HOI  area  (YS080878)  which  lod  the  Squadron 
to  oonoentrate  its  power  in  that'sootor  of  tho  Aroa  of  Operations.  Tho  VC  would 
also  have  a  roinforoing  capability  from  tho  4th  Bn,  I65  A  Regt  (Captial  Distriot) 
loo  Vio  YS9893  and  the  C24O  local  force  company  located  Vio  Y -.3.789.  It  vas  fur¬ 
ther  roportod  that  tho  VC  controlled  LTL  Routo  25  from  Vio  YS110895  to  YSO4O875 
and  Provincial  Route  319  from  Vic  YSI48850  to  YS080798.  Tho  VC  oontrol  all 
villagos  between  the  coordinates  of  tho  routes  mentioned  above.  In  addition 
intelligence  indicated  a  major  VC  supply  route  from  the  area  to  tho  north  of  the 
Area  of  Operation,  then  south  along  the  routes  listed  above,  and  then  east  to 
the  HAT  DICH  aroa  Vio  YS3O86.  VC  aotivity  in  tho  past  30  days  had  beon  limitod 
to  harrassing  attqoks  on  small  outposts.  Tunnelling  and  building  of  tronohos  and 
fortifications  had  been  roportod  inoroasing  in  the  area,  with  tho  brunt  of  tho  work 
being  levied  on  the  non-ooobatants  in  the  area. 
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Reports  of  encny  capabilities  did  not  list  my  mortar  or  AT  strength.  It  was 
sumisod  that  the  oneny  would  attempt  to  fleo  the  area  or  go  into  hiding  when 
tho  Squadron  and  RF  forces  arrived. 

b.  Value  of  Prior  Intelligences  Tho  intelligence  prior  to  the  operas 
tion  was  both  a'ocurato  and  valuable.  The  following  describes  what  was  generally 
encountored.  Tho  VC  encountered  in  the  Area  of  Operations  operated  primarily  in 
squad  sizo  units.  The  main  weapons  employed  by  tho  VC  wore  rifles,  AW,  grenades, 
claymore  nines,  and  booby  traps.  In  no  caso  did  tho  VC  employ  mortars,  AT  weapons, 
or  large  oonmand  detonated  nines.  Tho  VC  employment  of  tho  olaymoro  nine  was 
quite  offootivo  and  infliotod  casualties  on  sono  koy  personnel.  Tho  VC  engaged 
US  Forces  only  fron  anbush,  secure  sniper  positions,  or  when  surprised.  In  all 
cases,  tho  VC  ohoso  tho  tactical  withdrawal  in  proforonoo  to  staying  and  fighting. 
His  favorito  technique  was  to  plan  his  escape  into  a  populated  aroa  whoro  firoB 
oould  not  bo  plaood.  In  no  caso  did  tho  VC  intentionally  ongago  (othor  than  by 
snipor  fire  or  olaymoro  ninos)  a  mountod  arnorod  force.  Ho  rather  ohoso  to  attaok 
dismounted  patrols,  CP's  and  CEP's.  As  tho  accuracy  of  tho  provious  intelligence 
bocamo  apparent,  the  Squadron  was  able  to  adjust  its  taotios  to  moving  more 
rapidly  and  into  sono  heavily  woodod  terrain.  With  tho  possibility  of  a  major 
ambush  sonowhat  remote,  tho  Squadron  was  able  to  risk  moving  through  tho  oIobo 
terrain.  The  roport  of  tho  roads  in  tho  area  being  part  of  a  major  supply  route  . 
proved  to  bo  quito  aocurato  when  a  patrol  looatod  over  200  tons  of  rico  in  tho 
villago  of  BEN  SAN  (YS115900). 

0.  Intelligence  During  tho  Operation:  Tho  employment  of  tho  ARVH  Reoondo 
Teams  in  Phaso  I  of  the  operation  was  quito  successful  in  confirming  disposition 
and  sizo  of  VC  foroos  in  tho  area.  Conploto  details  of  this  reoennaissanco  are 
reoountod  in  tho  events  of  6  Oct  under  paragraph  11,  "EXECUTION".  Tho  othor 
major' souiroo  of  intolligonoo  during  tho  oporatinn  was  patrolling.  Through  thi3 
method  routes,  turuml  n,  tr<jnohoo ,  caches,  VC  positions  wore  located  and  destroyed. 
No  ASA  units,  SLAR  or  RED  HAZE  niflfitonn,  fib.VR,  or  .friendly  agmilu  were  used  during 
the  operation,  MI  personnel  were  usod  to  question  civilians  and  VCS  with  no 
significant  results.  One  VCS  who  had  been  released  previously  was  later  oonfimed 
when  ho  was  killed  in  a  fire  fight  and  his  body  recognized  by  US  personnel.  One 
weakness  of  intelligence  was  interrogation  of  prisoners  and  Buspocts.  In  order  to 
get  timely  information  fron  interrogation  on  a  joint  operation  it  is  nooessary  to 
oombine  the  efforts  of  the  US  and  ARVH  interrogation  teams.  If  either  of  tho 
two  foroes  assumes  tho  whole  burden,  the  result  is  limited  value  of  tho  interro¬ 
gation  to  tho  other  force. 

9.  MISSION:  TF  3**H  Armored  Cavalry  conducts  search  and  destroy  Opn  Vio 
PHU  HOI  (YSOGOSOb)  and  00 cur 00  517th  Enginoor  aroa  and  route  rocon  teams  070518 
Ootober  1966.  . 

10.  CONCEPT  OF  CPER..TI0N : 

a.  Manuovor:  Opn  conducted  in  3  phaso  -n 
-  (l)  Phaso  I  (4-6  Oot)  t  TF  employs  RVN  Recondo  5ns  in  AO  to 
isolate  enemy  aotivity, 

(Z)-.  Phase  II  (7  *Oot) :  ’  .  .  •*  *•  .  '  v 

•  a.  TF  oenduots  night -riaroh  from  Staging  Aroa  to  PfiOUC 
THEN  "(YS128897)  • 

b.  Up  n  roloaso  at  HP,  TF  deploys  to  seal  areas  DAKOTA 
and  VIRGINIA  from  South'.  Tn  M  dears  ROUTE  RED  to  PHU  HOI.’  RF -units" attack"  from* 
North  "to  secure  PHU  HOI.  Tn  0  initiates  routs  and  ar->a  recon  of  ROUTE  GOLD  and 

areas  J,Z. 

(3)  Phase  IH 1 

(a)  Upon  completion  of  Phase  II,  TF  secures  areas  BRAVO, 

YANKEE,  AM  "TANGO,  in  that  order. 
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(b)  Tn  0  conducts  area  rocon  as  areas  aro  secured.  One  Tn 
secures  Tn  0  routo  recon  olenent  during  route  rocon  of  ROUTES  RED  and  GREY. 
Fires ! 

(l)  Arty  and  TAC  Airt  Pri  init  Tn  L. 

l2)  Lt  fire  Tm  Pri  init  Tn  II,  Seal  movnt  North  from  area 


TEXAS. 

eneny. 


(3)  No  fires  auth  in  rostrictod  areas  unless  in  contact  with 


o.  Tasks : 

(1)  Tn  Ii  Seal  seotor  of  area  DAKOTA.  Prep  to  atk  Vest  to  link¬ 
up  with  Tm  IT.  Spt  Tn  L  on  order. 

(2)  Tn  K*  Soal  South  and  Vest  sector  of  area  VIRGINIA.  Prop  tp 
link-up  with-  Tn  N.  Spt  Tn  L  on  order. 

(3)  Tn  Li  Seal  Vost  then  South  of  area  DAKOTA.  Link-up  with 
Tn  N.  Prop  to  spt  Tn  K,  I  or  M  on  order. 

(4)  Tn  Mi  Clear  ROUTE  RED  to  PHU  HOI.  Prep  to  clear  ROUTE  RED 

to  YS034872. 

(3)  Tn  Oi  On  order  initiated  routo  and  area  rocon  of  ROUTE  GOLD 
and  areas  J,  Z.  Conduots  area  rooons  as  aroas  aro  scoured. 

(6)  How  Btryi 

(7)  Avn  Soci 

(a)  Phaso  I:  Spt  drop  and  pick  up  of  ItVN  Rocondo  Tns. 

Lb)  Phase  lit  Seal  mount  North  from  area  TEXAS. 

(o)  Phaso  lilt  GS. 
d.  Ooord-ina-ting  Instructions « 

(l)  No  rocon  flights  of  AO  after  021200  Oct  66. 

Troops  routriotod  to  staging  area  03  and  6  Oct  66. 

SPi  YT060121.  BP  Tine t  O7O5I8  Oot  66. 

Routo  of  March  1  ROUTE  GREEN. 

Rato  of  March  1  40  KPH  (25  MPH). 

Order  of  March  1  L,  M,  K,  I,  How/CP. 

RPi  YS128898. 

National  Polioomon  onployod  on  all  search  missions  In  pupu- 


(2) 

3 

(4) 

5) 

6 

7 

8 


la  tod  areas. 

(9)  Crows  for  ACAVs  that  havo  not  boon  prooosnod  remain  in 
staging  area.  Upon  arrival  of  vohioles,  ACAVs  processed  and  moved  to  AO 
on  ordor. 

(10)  Any  questions  on  identification  or  location  of  IlE'/pF  Furoos 
rofor  to  TOC  (just  prior  to  the  operation  all  11?  Foroo  secured  a  piece  of 
white  doth  on  breast  pockot) . 

(11)  SI,  Base  Camp  Commander  fee  poriod  of  Opn. 

11.  EXECUTION. 

Genorali  Headquarters  11th  Armd  Cav  Rogt  issued  OPORD  06-66  (Operation 
HICKORY)  on  2  Oot  66  assigning  3”H  Armd  Cav  Regt  tho  mission  as  stated  in  para¬ 
graph  9  above.  3-H  Armd  Cav  Rogt  thon  i3suod  OPORD  O3-66  (Operation  HICKORY) 
on  3  Oot  66  and  oonduotod  a  briefing  on  4  Oot  66  for  all  US  Forces  to  bo  in¬ 
volved.  On  5  Oot  66  tho  3-11  Arod  Cav  Rogt  briefed  the  RF  Connandors  and  tho 
US  advisors  who  would  bo  involved  in  the  oporaticn. 

At  tho  tine  of  tho  operation  tho  unite  *of  tho  3-11  Amd  Cav  Rogt  wore 
not  oompletoly  equipped,  32  ACAV's  (M113  Modified)  not  having  arrived  in 
oountry.  This  being  tho  first  operation, extensive  time  had  boon  spent  in 
prior  wooks  preparing  equipment,  tost 'firing  and  zeroing  of  weapons,  and  con¬ 
ducting  patrols  outside  tho  porimetor,"  During  tho  oporation,  the  Squadron 
oontinuod  to  man  its  sharo  of  the  Regimental  porinotor  in  the  staging  area  at 
LONG  BINH. 
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SUBJECT »  Conbat  Operations  After  ..ctior.  I'.oport  (.-VC:  M.CVJ  3-32)  (Cont) 

The  roar  dotaohnent  was  o^inanded  by  the  SI  and  consisted  of  270  personnel 
fron  the  Squadron.  The  figure  270  consisted  of  55  non  fron  Troops  I,  K,  and 
L,  and  105  non  which  oane  primarily  fro.'.  Hq  Troop  with  snail  nunbors  fron  Co 
K  and  How  Btry.  Tho  availability  of  personnel  in  the  lino  unius  was  duo  to 
the  non-arrival  of  approximately  30  AC  A  V's.  It  i3  significant  that  the  first 
casualty  (One  KIA  sniper  fire)  in  the  Staging  Area  occurred  during  tho  Squadron! s 
absenco.  This  nay  bo  duo  to  tho  curtailment  of  activo  patrolling  outside  the 
perimeter  which  gave  VC  snipers  greater  opportunity  to  approach  the  perimeter. 

It  also  points  out  tho  necessity  to  train  porsonnel  who  noroally  porforn 
administrative  work  to  conduot  patrols.  Such  a  program  will  be  initiated 
during  the  later  part  of  Ootober  19 66. 

6  Ootobor  1966: 

Phase  I  of  the  operation  was  initiated  by  dropping  throe  AHVU  Iteoondo 
Toons  of  four  non  each  in  tho  AO.  Purpose  was  to  gain  dofinitivo  intelligence 
on  tho  onony  before  noving  into  tho  aroa  and  to  chock  out  a  roper t  that  1000 
VC  had  noved  fron  tho  HAT  DICH  aroa  to  NHON  TRAQs?  District. 

TM  I.  Dobarkod  holicoptor  at  YS096867  and  novod  to  YS106857  whoro 
thoy  hoard  voices  (40  VC).  Tho  Tn  then  novod  Vest  and  saw  3  VC  guards  at  . 
YSO93057.  Tn  oontinuod  West  to  a  rubber  plantation  whoro  it  spotted  3  more 
VC  guards  at  YSO87063.  Tn  novod  on  to  YSO81067  whoro  it  spotted  100  amod 
VC  taking  shelter  in  the  people's  houses  at  YSOOO863.  Tn  then  started  East 
when  it  received  KAIL  and  rifle  firo  fron  (l)  VC  pin  +.<xm  n.t  78089867.  Tn  was 
pirknd  up  by  helicopter  at  YSJlOjdyo  u.t  1830  htvi. 

TM  2.  After  landing  at  YV>1  43OOO,  the  Tli  moved  NVT  where  it  was 
chased  by  (l)  VC  squad  at  YS1 36883.  Tn  ran  North  and  spotted  00  VO  armed 
mostly  with  M-l  riflos  relaxing  at  139854.  Tho  Tn  novod  West  whore  it  not  ono 
(l)  VC  platoon  at  YSI39834.  Duo  to  heavy  VC  firo  tho  Iteoondo  Team  had  to 
withdraw  to  PHOUC  THO  outpost  (YS142828)  at  1230  hrs. 

TM  3.  After  landing  at  YSI438OO,  tho  Tn  noved  South  where  it 
enoountored  (4)  VC  who  gave  tho  alarn  at  YSI4279O,  Tn  then  novod  on  and  crossed 
a  road  at  AP  BA  TROUNG,  There  the  Tn  received  heavy  fire  fron  three  machine 
guns  and  ono  (l)  mortar  (60  VC  sited)  fron  a  VC  company  Vio  YSI4278O.  Tn 
withdrew  and  then  novod  West  to  YS123786.  At  this  point  the  Tn  spotted  (6) 

VC  ooning  fron  YS121785:  Tn  then  took  shelter  at  a  forest  hedge  Vic  YS107792. 
There  the  Tm  spotted  (3)  VC  (  1  wonnn)  noving  West  along  tho  road.  The  Tm 
was  forces  to  opon  firo  and  killed  1  VC  and  woundod  another.  Tm  novod  on  and 
encountered  (l)  VC  platoon  at  YS095787*  Tn  recoived  heavy  firo  fron  this 
platoon.  Tn  then  withdrew  into  V0I7G  CAM  outpost  (YS088795)  at  1300  hrs  the 
some  day. 

Results*  iron  tho  Recondo  Tn's  observations  it  was  detemined 
that  thoro  was  at  least  (l)  70  Battalion  in  tho  PHOUC-THO,  PHOUC  AN  areas, 
and  (2)  VC  Companies  in  tho  PHU  HOI  aroa.  Although  tho  VC  woro  not  onoountorod 
in  this  strongth  during  tho  operation-  it  was  apporont  that  there  had  boon  a 
largo  size  VC  foroo  in  the  aroa  shortly  bsforo  tho  operation  was  oxooutod. 
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SUBJEQT:  .Coribat  Operations  Af  tor  Action  Report  (RVC:  IL.CVJ  3-32)  (Cont) 

7  Ootobor  1966: 

At  0510  hrs  the  Squodiron  noved  fron  the  Staging  area  to  bogin 
oxooution  of  Phaso  II  of  tho  operation,  which  envisioned  a  scaling  of  the  areas 
indicated  in  the  concept.  Tho  plan  was  not  to  physically  oocupy  all  the  terrain 
along  tho  area  boundaries,  but  to  seal  tho  areas  by  use  of  strong  points  and 
patrols  whilo  a  search  and  destroy  oporation  was  being  conducted  by  Tn  N  in 
PHU  HOI. 

Tn  L  led  tho  inarch  and  after  pa33ing  the  HP  experienced  sons  problems 
in  finding  its  turn  off.  Although  tho  route  was  clearly  apparent  fron  tho  air, 
the  point  of  entrance  into  the  route  was  grown  over  with  vegetation  and  not 
visible  on  tho  ground.  To  correot  tho  situation  snoko  was  thrown  fron  a 
holiooptor  to  diroot  Tn  L  to  the  point  where  it  should  turn.  With  tanks  in 
tho  load  Tn  L  movod  through  tho  jungle  creating  a  road  as  it  novod. 

Qnoe  Tn  L  was  rodlrootod,  the  Squadron  scaled  tho  areas  as  planned 
at  0715  hrs.  Air  observers  at  about  0900  hrs  reported  largo  numbers  of  porsonnel 
moving  SW  fron  the  direction  of  the  sealed  aroa.  Sone  of  those  personnel 
were  lator  reported  as  woodcutters  5  howovar,  there  is  no  doubt  that  nany  of 
them  wero  VC  who  had  esoaped  tho  trap.  A  request  to  engage  was  direotod  to 
tho  Distriot  Chief,  but  it  was  refused. 

Whilo  the  Squadron  toons  were  marching  to  tho  HP,  Tn  N  (two  HP  companies) 
novod  by  assault  boats  fron  CAT  L  .1  (YS96O095)  up  tho  DONG  Ml  River  and  down 
a  tributary  whoro  it  disonbarkod  at  YS075893*  Tn  IT  03  well  as  tho  Squadron 
Tn'a  fron  tho  South  onnoimUnyirl  sporadic  sniper  fir--  whilo  moving  into  tho  area. 
Whilo  novirv;  uo.ruou  tho  rice  paddies  tuward  1’Hl/  UOI,  tho  ltF  comp»nios  had 
to  stay  on  the  paddy  dikos.  Tho  paddy  itself  was  bo t Unions  and  fool  nuvanent 
was  inpossible.  This  soonod  to  be  true  of  the  rinn  paddies  on  river  banks. 

No  oneny  was  reportod  escaping  to  tho  North  by  the  It  firo  tean  flying  over 
tho  area.  Tn  N  occupied  a  portion  of  tho  PHU  HOI  aroa  at  0932  hrs,  but  due 
to  a  misunderstanding  of  instructions  did  not  conduct  any  sizeablo  searoh  and 
destroy  mi  as  inns  the  rest  of  tho  day.  Throughout  tho  rost  of  the  day  Squadron 
Tn'a  attempted  to  oonstriot  their  seotors  toward  PHU  HOI.  Tm  K  and  Tn  I 
found  unoccupied  tunnel  oomplexoo  which  they  destroyed  with  demolitions. 

Th  Mi  Tn  M  was  engaged  in  a  route  olearanco  mission  Vio  BEN  CAM 
(YSO9509O)  and  enoountored  a  sootion  of  road  which  was  nothing  but  qjuagnire. 

Since  thore  was  no  by-pass  availablo ,  Tm  II  attempted  to  repair  tho  route  by 
using  tank  dozers  to  fill  an  approach  end  subsequently  use  an  AVLB  to  gap  tho 
worst  part.  This  failed  whon  tho  AVLB  (Modified  M48AI  chasis)  continually 
got  stuck  in  the  nud.  It  is  felt  that  an  AVLB  with  a  nore  poworful  ohasis 
(M60)  oould  ha vo  successfully  brought  tho  bri.dgo  into  plaoo.  At  1455,  olononts 
of  Tn  M  requestod  a;  dustoff  for  one  nan  wounded  by  a  sniper.  Tho  wounded  nan 
had  been  conducting  nine  swooping  operations  noar  PHU  HOI.  Dustoff  arrived 
20  minutos  later.  At  2355  hours  tho  Squadron  CP  cane  under  attack  by  tho  VC 
who  enplacod  oomaand  dotinatod  olaynoro  nines  around  the  CP.  The  best  estimato 
of  what  oocurrod  is  that  approximately  four  VC,  infiltrated  to  within  fifty 
motors  of  tho  CP  perimeter  (YSII4923)  and  enplacod  four  olaynoro  minos  25  netors 
apart.  The  intended  direction  of  tho  blast  would  carry  fragnonts  between 
tho  outer  perimeter  elononts  into  tho  connnnd  and  control  vehioles.  However, 
one  VC  tripped  a  flare  illuminating  his  position  and  alerting  tho  perimeter. 

The  VC  fired  one  olaymore  after  being  brought  under  fire  by  tho  perimeter. 

One  IS  casualty  was  sustained  fron  the  blast  of  the  olaymore,  whilo  one  VC 
was  believed  hit  by  perimeter  fire.  Tho  following  morning  revealed  throe 
remaining  olaynoro s  in  position  but  lnoomploto  for  detonation. 
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SUBJECT  i  Combat  Operations  After  Aotion  Report  (itVC :  1L.CVJ  3-32)  (Cont) 

Major  problems  encountered  during  tho  first  day  were  difficulties 
in  land  navigation!  lack  of  adequate  road  note  in  tho  area;  and  impassable 
terrain.  Some  of  the  problems  with  tho  teivain  rosultod  from  inexperionco 
with  the  area  and  inability  to  adoquatoly  judgo  tho  trafficability  of  the  ground 
In  soft  terrain,  drivers  must  bo  cautionud  not  to  follow  in  tho  tracks  of 
another  vehicle.  Also  many  tanks  got  stuck  because  they  were  sent  into  aroas 
vhioh  could  not  support  a  tank.  1'roblems  also  arose  when  Tn  IT  failed  to 
understand  that  it  was  to  push  South  into  aroa  TEXAS.  Occasional  thundor 
showors  during  the  day  added  to  tho  problems  of  extracting  mirod  vehicles. 

The  Squadron  began  making  its  own  roads  with  bulldozers,  tanks  and  ACAV's 
to  lnoroase  its  cocoas  to  certain  areas. 

At  2200  hra  TOAG  0  9-66  was  issued  giving  missions  for  tho  follow¬ 
ing  day. 
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Coribat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RVC:  MACVJ  3-32)  (Cont) 

8  Ootober  1966 » 

No  major  change  to  task  organization,  Tm'3  move  to  execute 
TTRAG'O  9-66  which  ordered  continuation  of  search  and  destroy  operations  in 
sector,  recons  of  areas  Y,  Z  an’  J  and  ROUTE  GOLD,  Tm  I  supported  the  reoon 
of  area  Y  by  searching  the  area  with  elenents  fron  one  platoon.  Tn  K  supported 
the  reoon  of  ROUTE  GOLD  and  areaB  Z  &  J  by  detaching  one  platoon  to  Tn  0. 

The  rest  of  Tn  K  blookod  in  sector.  Tn  0  moved  to  rooon  ROUTE  GOLD  and  areas 
Z  &  J.  Tn  N  began  a  search  of  area  TEXAS.  Tn  K  assumed  security  of  portions 
of  area  VIRGINIA  and  blookod  in  sootor.  Tho  light  firo  team  conducted  air 
rooon  missions  Vio  YS0686  -  Y51479  *  YSI486  -  YS0680.  Howitzer  Battery/CP  • 
novod  location  to  YS125B95* 

Tho  missions  assignod  for  the  day  woro  all  successfully  completed. 

In  general  tho  aroa  rocons  woro  aooonplishod  by  soouring  the  aroa  and  thon 
flying  in  the  Enginoor  elements.  At  this  tina  tho  nooossary  photographs, 
soil  somplos,  and  probe  readings  woro  nado  by  tho  Engineers  for  further  analysis 
lator  on. 

No  major  onony  aotivity  was  oncountorod  throughout  tho  day.  Tn  N 
onoountorod  sniper  firo  at  1050  hrs  while  searching  housos  in  aroa  TEXAS. 

Firo  cane  from  a  snail  hill  Vio  YS078878.  Whon  firo  continued  a  It  firo  toan 
was  oallod,  and  it  saturated  tho  hill  with  rookots  and  MG  firo.  Rosults 
of  tho  holiooptor  attaok  could  not  bo  dotorninod  duo  to  tho  dense  foliago  on 
tho  hill.  Tho  IiF  companion,  in  tho  noantino,  had  boon  ordered  by  thoir  commander' 
to  stay  whoro  they  woro.  Finally  in  tho  oftomoon,  tho  Squadron  Liaison  Officer 
with  tho  two  companies  was  ablo  to  get  an  order  from  tho  RF  conr.if.nd  for  thorn 
to  attack  tho  hill  which  was  probably  heavily  ontrenohod  and  booby  trapped. 

Tho  ordor  was  obtained  through  the  other  liaison  Offioer  who  was  with  the  RF 
CP  group  and  the  US  advisors.  The  problem  here  was  getting  the  RF  foroes  to 
oxogute.  our  missions  as  quickly  as  possible  1  however,  there  is  no  pat  solution 
exoept  to  be  completely  familiar  with  their  oommand  structure.  The  attaok 
was  made  by  moving  generally  NW  to  YS072878  and  then  following  the  road  to 
tho  hill,  ’./hen  the  two  RF  oonpanies  reaohed  ooord  YSQ77879  thoy  woro  taken 
und<*r  AW  fire.  The  fire  was  returned- ,  the  VC  fled  (  2  Or  3),  and  the  RF 
foroes  left  the  area.  The  hill  was  nover  attacked,  and  probably  still  contains 
many  VC  positions. 

Squadron  teams  encountered  sniper  fire  and  continued  to  find 
tunnols  and  booby  traps.  Particular  discomfiture  during  tho  day  was  tho 
miring  of  3  NAS's,  1  VSR,  and  several  ACAV's  mostly  in  Tm  I.  This  oocurred-as 
Tm  I  was  attempting  to  link  up  with  blooking  positions  established  by  Tm  M 
in  Vio  of  BEN  CaM.  Tm  I  had  suocossfully  novod  through  dense  junglo  terrain 
never  before  traversed,  winding  NW  down  a  ridge  lino  from  YS093SS1  to  YS090886 
where  it  joined  LTL  23.  However,  after  moving  a  short  distance  East  along 
this  route  it  onoountorod  a  thin  orusted,  bottomloss  sootion  of  road  at 
Y5096890  whioh  engulfed  tho  3  NAS's,  tho  MSS  and  several  ACaV's. 

CIVIL  AFFAIR3 »  Ctoe  MiDOAP  team  was  flown  into  PHU  HOI  during  tho  day 
and  troatod  200  pooplo  for  various  illnossos.  Tho  poople  had  nover  oxporionood 
this  sorvloo  and  soomod  quite  gratoful. 
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9  October  1966 i 

Squadron  issued  FRAG  0  10-66  which  ordered  continuation  of  search 
and  destroy  operations  in  the  PHU  HOI  area  and  blocking  of  VC  escape  routes  to 
the  South.  Instructions  in  the  FRAG  0  specifically  mentioned  using  the  National 
Polioemen  in  the  questioning  of  VC  suspeots.  There  were  two  major  changes  to 
the  task  organization.  The  RF  CO's  reverted  to  RF  control  090 400  October  66 
for  Opn  Vio  Y5082917  for  suspeoted  VC  looations.  Tm  Z  detached  one  platoon 
for  oonvoy  escort  and  CP  security.  The  CP  was  not  moved*  Resupply  was  to  be 
effected  at  10 30  hours  at  YS110895*  Units  would  move  in  total  to  the  resupply 
point  as  ordered,  while  an  adjacent  Tm  would  soreen  their  seotor.  Assigned 
tasks  for  the  day  wore  accomplished. 

There  was  one  major  enemy  onoounter  during  the  day's  operation 
which  oooured  at  the  rosupply  point.  Looatod  noar  the  supply  point  (Vio  of 
BEN  CAM)  was  the  Provisional  Mortar  Battery  consisting  of  Tm  I  and  Tm  L's 
mortars.  While  vbhioles  were  refueling  in  the  area,  the  VC  apparently  were 
laying  an  ambush.  At  1135  hours  PFC  PIERCE  from  I  Troop  moved  toward  an  CP  lo¬ 
cated  outside  the  perimeter.  ThiB'  may  h&vo  caused  the  VC  to  believe  they  wore 
about  to  be  detooted,  so  they  oponed  fire.  PFC  PIERCE  was  shot  in  tho  ohost  and 
later  died  of  his  wounds.  Tho  tanks  attaohcd  to  I  Troop  immodLiatoly  returned 
tho  firo  with  oannistor  volleys.  In  the  meantime,  M  Co  who  was  onrouto  to 
tofuol ,  arrived  in  tho  area  and  also  took  tho  VC  under  heavy  connister  firo. 

Tm  M  had  an  Armored  Cavalry  Platoon  (3  Platoon,  K  Troop)  attaohed  to 
ltand  committed  it  horo  to  mako  a  dismounted  swoop  of  BEN  CAM.  At  tho  samo  time 
Provisional  Mortar  Battery,  as  an  armored  foroo,  moved  to  blook  from  the  East. 

Tho  oannistor  firo  from  the  tanks  end  tho  dismountod  olament  acoountod  for 
5  VO  Eli  (BC)  and  one  houso  destroyed  with  sooondary  explosions.  Those  were 
tho  first  VO  EIA's  by  tho  Regiment. 

There  woro  no  major  problems  on  9  Ootobor  except  in  learning  how 
to  sot  up  rosupply  points  on  firm  ground  to  faoilltato  rapid  rosupply.  It 
is  significant  to  note  horo  that  tho  Squadron  offootod  its  first  rosupply 
on  tho  third  day  out. 

CIVIL  AFFAIRS  i  Cbo  MEDCAP  mission  was  accomplished  in  tho  PHU 
HOI  ViUago  which  treated  70  civilians  .  It  id  noteworthy  that  PHU  HOI  has 
boon  a  VC  dominatod  village  for  sovoxal  years. 
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10  October  1966: 

Squadron  issuod  FRAG  0  11-66  which  directed  furthar  search  and 
dostroy  operations  for  1000  hours  in  PKU  HOI  with  Tns  I  &  L.  Tn  IT  would 
rejoin  tho  Squadron  at  1000  hours  and  would  link  up  with  Tn  L  to  the  West  of 
POT  HOI.  In  addition,  TmS  II  &  K  would  attack  BEN  GiM  (YS10J897)  at  1000 
hours.  Upon  completion  of  those  missions,  Tm's  would  lager  and  na rry  up  with 
Tm  N  for  an  attack  on  area  BRAVO  the  noxt  day.  Tho  FRAG  0  was  implemented 
with  tho  exception  that  Tm  N  did  not  marry  up  with  tho  othor  Tns  and  BEN  CA1-I 
was  not  subjeotod  to  attack.  This  was  duo  to  tho  tino  required  by  tho  Squadron 
to  reoovor  vehiolos  for  Tn  N  whioh  wore  nirod  in  tho  nud.  Additionally,  rosupply 
was  lnte  whioh  post-poned  tho  timo  of  tho  attaok  to  lato  in  tho  day,  which  was  un- 
aooeptablo. 

Enemy  aotivity  was  vary  light  with  snipor  fire  being  tho  primary 
VO  aotivity.  Several  vacant  tunnols  and  tronoh  systons  wore  discovorod  in  tho 
soaroh  and  destroy  nission  in  tho  PHU  HOI  aroa  (YS091889). 

An  attonpt  to  onploy  A  VLB  (YS091889)  failod  whon  tho  vohiolo  got 
badly  stuok  approaching  a  gap  that  was  to  bo  bridgod.  Balk  bridging  oould  not 
bo  usod  duo  to  nonavailability  of  bolts  and  stringors  usod  in  its  assembly. 

CIVIL  AFFAIRS:  One  MEDCAP  nission  was  onployod  in  tho  villago  of 
LONG  THBIN  (YSI25895). I40  pooplo  wore  troatod. 

11  Ootobor  1966: 

No  major  ohango  in  task  organization  oxcopt  that  1  platoon  from 
Tn  K  still  secured  tho  CP  and  all  three  RF  companl nn  rwvuvbod  to  Tn  N  control. 
3qiindvon  issuod  FRAG  0  12-66  which  eorni  t tod  Tn's  I  and  L  to  continue  aounring 
tho  POT  HOI  aroa  to  block  VCJ  uovwuunt  South.  Ti?.'  s  IC  &  M  woro  to  conduct  rooono 
of  ROUTE  (21EY  and  aroas  TANGO  and  BRAVO.  Tm  H  was  to  oonduct  operations  to  tho 
North  (YS082917)  in  pursuit  of  VC  political  cadro. 

As  Tn's  M  and  K  moved  down  ROUTE  GREY  to  tho  South  thoy  bogan  to 
onoountor  sovoral  outs  in  tho  rood  dug  by  tho  VC.  Finally,  whon  tho  TF  roachod 
ooordinatos  (YSI48846)  it  oould  novo  no  further.  Tho  road  was  badly  cut  with 
no  apparont  by-pass.  At  about  1000  hours  tho  S3  flow  into  tho  aroa  by  holi- 
ooptor  to  chook  out  tho  situation.  After  survoying  tho  situation  tho  S3 
orgonizod  a  rooon  party  to  oheok  out  tho  condition  of  tho  road  furthor  South j 
Tho  rooon  party  novod  down  tho  road  with  security  to  tho  flank3,  front  and 
roar  to  protoot  itself  from  ambush.  Novortholoss,  a  VC  in  hiding  dotonatod 
a  olaynoro  nino  which  had  not  boon  dotootod  by  tho  security  elements.  Five  mon 
woro  woundod  by  tho  blast,  but  thanko  to  thoir  armored  vosts  no  ono  was  killod. 

Tho  Tn  II  Coomandor  quickly  organized  a  dofonso  around  tho  woundod  and  had  thorn 
ovaouatod.  Tho  mission  of  rooonnoitoring  ROUTE  GREY  had  to  bo  abandoned  for 
Itho  root  of  tho  oporati^h,  and  r.  difforont  routo  found  to  aroa  BRAVO.  The 
Engineers  decided  that  tho  reoon  of  aroa  TANGO  oould  be  permanently  abandoned. 

While  the  abovo  aotivities  were  taking  place  Tn  IT  bogan  oporations 
further  North  whore  ARVN  intolligonoe  indicated  political  cadre  voro  in  hiding. 
Departing  CAT  lAI  (YS960895)  by  boat  at  O4OO  hours  tho  Tn  moved  up  the  DONG  NAI 
Rivor.  Approximately  four  miles  up  the  river  from  CAT  LOI  To  N  shot  and  killed 
ano  VC  who  fell  Into  the  rivor  after  he  was  shot.  Recovered  on  tho  bonk  wore 
two  full  nagazlnos  (banana  typo),  a  small  amount  of  AX50  Czech  rounds,  a  gas 
mask,  on  oil  lamp,  and  sono  medical  supplies.  Tn  N  then  continued  its  move 
up  the  river  and  later  disembarked  at  0700  hours  at  YS077918.  At  0830  hrs  Tm  N 
launched  an  assault  toward  LONG  LIEN  (YSO79914)  on  two  axos. 
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SUBJECT  i  Coribat  Operations  After  Action  Roport  (RVCs  M'.CVJ  3-52)  (cent) 

During  the  assault  thoro  wero  two  light  encountora  with  no  VC  confirmed  kills. 
Also,  during  tho  assault  tho  Tm  found  a  olaynoro  nino  factory  which  had  been  in 
full  production  until  the  Tn1 s  arrival.  Several  nines  and  tools  wero  rooovorod. 

About  1200  hours  on  tho  11th,  a  patrol,  3d  platoon,  K  Troop, 
roportod  that  it  found  a  large  cache  of  rice  in  tho  village  of  BEN  SAN  (YS115900)  • 
Tremendous  storos  of  rioo  wore  located  in  every  hut  for  no  apparent 
roason  except  that  it  was  to  bo  used  by  tho  VC.  Qno  old  nan  in  tho  villago 
had  whispered  to  personnel,  who  later  chockod  out  tho  roport,  that  tho  rioo 
bolongod  to  the  VC.  Tho  rice  was  estimated  to  bo  150  tons  or  nore.  Tho  next 
problem  arose  whofi  a  docision  could  not  bo  nade  within  US  channels  on  what  to 
do  with  tho  rioo.  A  mooting  botwoon  the  Rogimontal  S5  and  tho  KHON  TRACH 
Distriot  Chief  wos  plannod  for  tonorrow  to  boIvo  tho  problon.  In  tho  noan- 
tino,  Squadron  issuod  FRAG  0  13-66  which  was  designed  to  block  an;  VC  attempts 
to  oxtract  tho  rioo.  A  flare  ship  was  called  in  to  assist  In  this  oporation. 

Tho  task  organization  ohangod  by  assigning  K  Troop  (with  two  platoons)  to  lager 
undor  TF  Con  and  perform  CO  security  and  attaching  tho  remaining  platoon  of 
K  Troop  to  Tn  H. 

Other  aotivity  during  tho  day  inoludod  tho  following*  An  ambush 
patrol  from  L  Troop  took  a  VC  squad  undor  firo  Vic  YS086880  at  approximately 
0330  hours.  L  Troop  roportod  shooting  two  VC  located  on  a  pagoda.  Tho  CP 
movod  to  YS114907  toward  dusk. 

12  .October.  1966j, 

Squadron  continued  U>  nature  PHU  HOI  and  tho  ri nnoho.  Rogi- 
rnoutnl  85  and  an  MI  toon  che^kod  out  tho  amount  of  rioo  (  confirmed  150  to 
COO  tons)  nnd  ooordinatod  with  tlio  Ntiuw  TRACH  district  Chief,  Captain  TKOUNU, 
for  removal  of  tho  rioo.  Restate  wera  that  the  rioo  would  bo  moved  tho  next 
morning  to  government  warehouses.  US  truoka  would  bo  made  available  if 
roquirad.  A  flaro  ship  was  used  to  illuminate  tho  area.  Tho  CP  vac  not 
moved, 

13  October  1966 1 

Squadron  oontinuod  to  soouro  PHU  HOI  area  and  tho  rioo  cache. 

Tho  Vietnamese  have  begged  most  of  tho  rioo  for  transport  to  govomnont 
warehouses. 

Enemy  aotivity  was  light.  M  Company  was  hit  by  AW  firo  at 
approximately  1600  hours.  Heavy  oannistor  and  AW  firo  was  returned  with  no 
known  VO  casualties.  There  wore  no  US  casualties,  but  at  least  two  civilians 
were  injured  in  the  fire  fight  and  had  to  bo  evacuated. 
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SUBJECT i  Combat  Operations  j.ftor  Action  lie-port  (RVCa  K..CVJ-  3-32)  (Cont) 

1A  October  1966 t 

Squadron  continued  security  of  the  ..HU  HOI  area  and  the  rice 
cache.  By  end  of  the  day  all  rice  should  bo  removed.  I  Troop  which  had  sever¬ 
al  vehicles  mired  in  tho  mud  was  mobile  again,  which  meant  that  the  Squadron 
would  be  able  to  complete  the  mission  by  roconnoitering  Area  BRAVO  tomorrow. 

At  1505  the  CP  arrived  at  its  new  location  which  was  in  I  Troop’s 
area  (YS106887).  K  Troop  was  still  under  TF  control-,,  but  was  loft  in  place 
to  secure  extraction  of  the  rice. 

At  1600  a  dismounted  patrol  from  Tm  M  whioh  consisted  primarily 
of  tho  3d  I’latoon  of  K  Troop  attached  to  Tn  M  was  ambushed.  Tho  patrol  had 
used  the  sane  routo  of  return  in  patrolling  tho  BUN  CiiM  area  (YS099873) »  and 
at  least  a  squad  of  VO  was  waiting  when  tho  patrol  opproached.  The  attack 
was  made  with  claymore  minos  and  a  hail  of  hand  grenades.  Four  men  were 
immediately  wounded  and  members  of  tho  patrol  moved  up  to  cover  them  and  aid 
in  their  extraction.  PFC  J..CKSON,  who  had  cone  from  the  roar  of  the  patrol 
to  oover  tho  wounded  was  killed  by  a  grenade,  Vhile  tho  firs  fight  was  going 
on  tho  XO  from  Tm  M  and  the  Squadron  Interpreter  rushed  to  aid  the  patrol. 

Both  raoeivod  fragmentation  wounds  in  tho  log.  In  addition,  Sgt  Corbin,  Platoon 
Sgt  from  2d  Platoon,  K  Troop  whioh  was  soouring  tho  rioo  in  the  aroa  took 
12  men  to  holp  oover  the  woundod.  Tho  fire  fight  lasted  no  more  than  ton  minutes 
with  the  following  US  casualtios:  1  KIA,  9  woundod  (plus  one  ARVN  Interpreter). 
Seven  VC  wore  killed  (BC) .  From  examination  of  armored  vests  and  steel  helmets, 
it  was  apparent  that  several  lives  had  boon  savod  by  this  equipment.  Tho 
VC  again  ohoso  their  osoapo  into  tho  village  of  BEN  CAM  whoro  pursuit  was  not 
plausible,  nor  whore  fires  could  bo  plaood. 

October.  1 966i 

FRIG  O  I4-GG  which  was  Issued  ou  the  l/|*n  i*n*  wta.sh  nan  to  bo 
implemented  on  tho  15th  changed  tho  task  oi*g>in1sctlon  to  tho  following: 


TM  I 

37>11  (-) 

Sqc/m/3-11 
1/3/919  Engr 
Mort  Btry  (Prov) 


1^3=11  (-) 
l/K/3-11 
1  M132A1 
1/V3-U 


TO  L 
L/3-U 
soo/M/3-11 
2/3/919  Engr 

1  M132A1 
1  RF  Co. 

TF  CPU 

*73=11  (-) 

How  Btry  3-11 


Tho  mission  was  to  search  an",  cloar  aroa  PRA70  and  to  secure  the 
area  for  Engineer  rooonnaissanoo.  Tho  concopt  was  to  novo  over  multiple 
routes  to  socure  areaB  DOG,  GPf,  and  RaT  (See  Ovorlay  Annox  E),  Upon  seouring 
those  areas  tho  attached  RF  Companies  would  oonduot  a  more  thorough  sear  oh  of 
the  area  and  soouro  it  for  tho  Enginoor  towns  whioh  would  oono  in  by  holiooptor. 
Onoo  tho  Engineers  had  nado  thoir  necessary  soil  studiOB,  etc.,  tho  TF  would 
withdraw  along  ROUTE  RED  with  hoavy  artillory  preparations  all  along  tho 
routo. 
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SUBJECT t  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RV7 ;  MA.GVJ  5~3^)  (Oont) 

At  0800  hours  the  T?  consisting  of  Tu  L  and  Tn  M  moved  oat  to 

accomplish  the  assigned  mission.  Tm  L  moved  on  A  r 0«t§  through  the  rubber 
between  ROUTE  BL..CK  and  ROUTE  GREEN  while  TM  M  moved  Along  ROUTS  GREEK*  Tns 
other  routes  were  abandoned  sinoe  they  had  been  interdicted  by  the  VC  in 
several  places.  Moving  generally  South  alo.ij  the  directions  of  attack  indi¬ 
cated,  the  task  force  moved  with  little  difficulty  toward  area  LRA70.  At 
times  it  was  able  to  move  on  line  through  the  rubber  plantation  in  the  area. 

Area  BRaVO  was  then  secured  as  planned  with  no  enemy  resistance  and  the 
required  reconnaissance  accomplished. 

Due  to  the  late  hour,  1600  hours,  (some  time  had  boon  spent 
extracting  a  stuck  M48),  the  plan  to  como  back  on  ROUTE  RED  was  abandoned* 

ROUTE  RED  passes  through  some  very  danse  terrain  which  would  be  extremely 
prone  to  ambush  when  darkness  fell.  Withdrawal  was  mado  along  tho  direction 
of  attaok. 

After  issuing  a  movement  order  ovor  tho  radio,  tho  Squadron  began 
a  return  march  to  tho  Staging  Aroa  (1730  hours).  At  2000  hours  all  elements 
had  rotumod  to  tho  Staging  Area,  ending  GpERaTIulT  HICKORY. 

CIVIL  AFFAIRS» 

One  MEDCAP  mission  was  employed  in  the  village  of  BEN  SAN  (YS115900)| 
70  parsons  wore  treated. 
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SUBJECT*  Combat  Operations  After  Action.  Roport  (RVC*  MACVJ  3-32)  (Cont) 

12.  RESULTS* 

a.  Friendly* 

U.S.  -  2  KIA,  20  WIA 
ARVN  -  1  WIA 

See  Annex  C  (Casualty  List) 

b.  Enemy* 

(1)  Personnel 

(a)  13  VC  KIA  (BC) 

(b)  2  VC  KIA  (POSS) 

(cj  0  VC  K3A 

(d)  17  VCS  Captured 

(e)  C  Detainees 

(2)  Fortifications  destroyed* 

(a^  2  tunnels  at  YS076865  and  YSO86876. 

(b)  1  trench  at  YS067867» 

(0)  3  bunkers  at  YS067867* 

(3)  Fortifications  not  destroyed.* 

(a)  Communication  trench  from  YS1038878  straignt  line  to 

YS095889. 

(b)  Trench  system  along  ridge  from  YS094882  HV/  to  YS090Q86. 

(0)  Tronohes  and  positions  along  both  sides  of  the  trail  from 

YS113883  SV  to  YSO97876. 

(d)  Trenches  and  tunnels  South  of  PHU  HOI  at  YS077876. 

(0)  Trench  systoms  from  Y5059879  to  YS057876»  YS125795  to 
Yin  wV/im  ,  v-.ru/xiyo  to  YS120009. 

(f)  Tunnels  at  YS087877,  and  YSO65872. 

NOTE*  Tlia  abovu  Uin mnhnn , '  and  tuimals  (items  (a)- thru  (f))  would.  h«.vo 
required  a  major  enginooi-ing  offort  to  dnolroy  for  vMnh  lUnro  wan  m>  Vlmo 
available. 

(4)  Captured* 

210  tons  of  rioo 

I  Box  of  used  medioal  supplies 
6  olaymoro  minos 

II  AP  mines 

15  blocks  of  TNT 

3  -  81mn  shells  for  booby  traps. 

75  Lbs  of  assorted  tools  used  to  make  minos 

1  aootyleno  toroh  used  to  make  mines 

2  full  banana  magazines 
15  rounds  Czooh  iJC50 

1  gas  mask 

(5)  Equipment  destroyed* 

2  claymore  mines 

(6)  Barriers* 

(a)  Highway  319  at  YS134783  as  of  120945  Oot  66. 

(b)  Highway  319  at  YS147850  as  of  1110 30  Oct  66. 

(o)  Highway  25  at  PHU  HOI  (YS078876)  and  BEN  CAM  (YS091889). 

(7)  Enemy  supply  oaohes  (Probable) 

(1)  Hill  tops  YS092884  &  YS097887. 

(2)  Forest  and  Jungle  areas  nt  YSIO586O. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (RVC:  KACVJ  3-32)  (Cont) 

.13  AIHUIISTR-  iT J7S  MATTERS  i 

a#  Supply:  Logistical  planning  for  Operation  HICKORY  was  based 
upon  research  of  aftor  aotion  reports  of  other  armored  Cavalry  units,  con¬ 
versations  with  other  Armored  Cavalry  Squadron  Staffs,  and  a  logistical 
estimato  of  our  own  requirements .  As  a  result  it  was  felt  the  Squadron  could 
sustain  itself  as  long  as  3  days  without  resupply.  Based  on  this,  it  was 
dotorminod  that  the  Squadron  would  not  organizo  combat  and  field  trains  nor  havo 
any  unit  trains  olemonts  accompany  tho  combat  elements  during  tho  operation#. 
Instead  resupply  convoys  would  bo  fed  to  tho  Squadron  as  required.  Not  only 
would  this  aotion  doorcase  tho  security  roquiromont  of  the  Squadron  and  thus 
enablo  it  to  maximizo  its  combat  power,  but  it  would  also  onablo  tho  Squadron 
to  move  cross-country  and  free  itsolf  of  the  oxisting  road  not. 

Whon  Operation  HICKORY  was  initiatod,  a  speoifio  timo  when  the 
first  resupply  convoy  would  bo  mountod  was  not  plonnod.  Instead  tho  S4  roliod 
on  tho  daily  status  reports  submittod  by  the  troops  as  a  basis  for  whon  tho 
first  resupply  convoy  would  bo  mountod.  Tho  first  resupply  oonvoy  wont  quito 
woll  oxcept  for  a  fow  problems  in  organization  of  tho  resupply  area.  Instoad 
of  establishing  soparato  rofueling  points  (gas  station  concopt),  ammunition 
points,  etc.,  tho  Transportation  Platoon  loador  ottemptod  to  disporso  his 
olomontn  over  a  wido  area  as  a  socurity  measure.  This  detracted  from  tho  spood 
coquirod  for  such  an  oporaiion.  Additionally,  it  should  be,  noted  that  for 
thie  onvironmont,  night  rosupply,  dispersion  of  resupplv  olou  rats,  and  all 
othor  factors  demanded  in  conventional  or  r.ucloar  operntions  aro  noc  roquirod 
horo.  Socurity  and  3pood  aro  tho  primary  prerequisites  in  Vietnam.  Conso- 
quontly,  tho  demand  for  gas  station  typo  rooupply  points  and  docroasod  dis- 
porsion  for  maximum  offioioncy  and  socurity. 

Qno  othor  important  factor  is  that  whoolod  resupply  vohiclos 
woro  oxtromoly  limitod  in  croso-oountry  movumont.  As  a  rosult,  rosupply  was 
offdotod  from  the  roads.  In  seme  cases  this  meant  that  teams  had  to  travol 
up  to  6  KM  for  rosupply  sinoo  tho  rosupply  olemonts  could  not  travorso  tho 
terrain  loading  to  thoir  positions.  This  was  not  only  wasteful  of  timo,  but 
from  a  tactical  point  of  viow  it  was  quito  detrimental  to  tho  offootivness  of 
.the  Squadron, beoauso  one  Tm  had  to  cover  another  Tn's  aroa  of  responsibility 
during  rosupply.  This  should  illustrato  onco  again  Amor's  demand  for  traokod 
rosupply  vohicles. 

,  In  tho  futuro  tho  Squadron  intends  to  rosupply  ovory  two  days. 

Although  it  oan  operate  for  throo  days  without  rosupply  when  necessary,  tho 
draw-down  on  tho  baaio  load  roquiros  a  major  rosupply  effort. 

Aorial  rosupply  was  usod  on  at  loast  five  occasions;  throo  for 
105mm  Class  V  and  two  for  Class  III  whon  units  could  not  got  to  tho  rosupply 
point  because  of  poor  traffioability.  Thoso  missions  placed  a  groat  strain 
on  tho  Roginontal  Aviation  Sootion  which  doos  not  have  tho  capability  to 
provide  on  ooll  aorial  rosupply  to  ono  Squadron,  lot  alone  throo  Squadrons. 

Two  roquosts  for  CH-47  missions  woro  roquostod,  but  both  woro  doniod  duo  to 
non-availability  of  airoraft.  Roquosts  for  non  organic  aorial  support  must 
bo  programed  at  least  24  hours  in  odvanco  and  for  maximum  utilization  should 
bo  inoludod  aB  part  of  the  taotioal  planning  for  an  oporation.  Aorial  rosupply 
should  only  bo  planned  for  areas  and  missions  for  whioh  no  othor  moans  of 
rosupply  oxist.  Tho  following  is  a  list  of  itoms  oxpendod  during  tho  operation. 

(l)  Class  I  5 .  • 

A  Rations  -  None 
C  Rations  -  1463  oasos 
Wator  -  10,000  gal. 
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(2)  Claoo  III: 

MOG/iS  -  14,200  G^ls. 

DIESEL  -  12,200  Go1  3. 

(3)  Class  II  &  IV  -  Sec  paragraph  13  b  {?.)  below. 

(4)  Class  V:  Seo  Annex  D,  ... 'munition  expenditure, 
b.  Maintenance. 

(1)  Recovory  Oporationc:  Rocovc_:/  of  vohiclo3  bogged  in  tho  mud 
constituted  a  major  effort  during  tho  operation.  In  ono  case  it  took  throo 

days  to  recovor  a  tank  which  had  sunk  up  to  tho  turret.  Tho  terrain,  particularly 
in  tho  Eastom  portion  of  tho  PHU  HOI  Area,  had  a  light  crust  whioh  permitted 
sono  trafficability  but  whioh  prevented  tracking.  Tho  composition  of  tho  terrain 
caused  build  up  on  sprocket  hubs  resulting  in  sono  thrown  tracks  on  tank3  and 
H-88 1  s .  Dense  vegetation  hampered  reoovery  and  made  it  necessary  in  sono  cases 
to  use  bulldozers  and  tanks  to  cut  new  roads  to  stuck  vehicles.  Tho  major 
oauso  of  buriod  vohiclos  can  be  attributed  to  tracking,  inoxperionco  of  track 
oommandors  with  the  terrain,  and  tho  thin  crust  which  was  prevalent  only  in 
tho  area  noted  above.  In  othor  aroas  tho  torrain  was  good  and  problems  wore 
not  nearly  as  great. 

(2)  Ropair  Parts:  With  a  density  of  17  tanks,  64  M113  (ACAV), 

10  M577A1,  9  M106A1  Mortar  Carriors,  5  M108  Howitzers,  3  M132A’  Flame  tlirowor3 , 

1  M46  AVLB,  4  M578  Rooovery  Vehicle,  and  2  MSS  Recovery  Vohiolcts,  tho  Squadron 
usod  tho  following  parts  during  tho  operation? 

Rectifiers  (100  Amp)  -  4  oa. 

Altomators  (lOO  -np)  -  1  oa. 

Regulators  (lOO  Amp)  -  6  oa. 

Distributers  (Mil 3)  -  1  oa. 

Starters  (M113)  -  1  oa. 

Fuol  Punp3  (Mil 3)  -  2  oa. 

iiltomator  Bolts  (Hllj)  -  4  sots. 

Transfor  C.-.so  A3sy  (?H13)  -  1  oa. 

Hub  covors  (Mil 3)  -  2  oa. 

Sprookot  Bolts  (MII3)  -  16  oa. 

Oil  Buffer  «S3y  (Cal  50)  1  oa. 

Spark  Plugs  (Mil 3)  -  S  or.. 

Front  Cartridge  Stop  (C&l  50)  -  4  oa. 

Centrifugal  Pump  (M48A3)  -  1  oa. 

Some  80$  of  thoso  replacement  parts  wore  procured  through  tho 
218th  CSS  by  cannibalization,  18$  through  PLL,  2  $  through  direct  support 
maintenance.  Although  many  of  tho  part3  woro  dolivorod  by  air  within  a  fow 
hours  aftor  request,  units  oonplained  that  even  that  short  dolay  caused  them 
to  hold  up  missions  for  a  significant  period  of  timo  or  risk  security  of  vohiclos 
and  orews.  Units  indicated  that  they  would  liko  to  carry  more  high  demand 
type  ports  in  their  maintenance  elements.  In  any  ovent,  the  tronondous  reliance 
whioh  tho  Squadron  had  to  place  on  oonnibalization  for  procurement  of  parts, 
is  an  indication  of  problems  ahead  when  salvage  yards  are  not  available. 

Stockage  levels  of  PLL  must  improve. 

(3)  Spooial  Maintenance  items: 

(a)  Fuel  filters  must  be  periodically  drainod  of  conden¬ 
sation  to  prevent  water  getting  into  tho  fuol  systems. 
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(b)  Trim  vanos  woro  an  unexpected  naintonanco  problem. 

Fourteen  (14)  trim  vanes  had  to  bo  roplacod  by  cannibalizing  uroorvicoablo  M113's 
at  the  218th  CSS.  Tho  todaon  for  tho  danago  to  this  iton  was  booauso  it  was 
used  in  tho  extended  position  to  increase  stan'-off  distance  of  HEAT  rounds 
from  AT  weapons.  Movement  through  heavy  brush  caused  cracking,  warping,  and 
breaking  of  tho  plywood  item.  Personnel  should  bo  instructed  not  to  use  tho 
trim  vane  except  in  river  crossings  for  which  it  was  designod. 

c.  Treatment  of  Casualties,  Evacuation  and  Hospitalizations  At 

no  tino  during  tho  operation  wa3  it  nocosoary  to  novo  tho  Squadron  aid  station 
from  tho  CP  to  a  forward  location.  Troop  medics  on  tho  scone  woro  ablo  to 
handle  casualties  adequately  and  preparo  then  for  timely  air  evaouation. 

Average  tine  for  Dustoff  was  twenty  minutes. 

H.  SPECIAL  EQUIPMENT  AND  TECHNIQUES . 

a.  ACAV  (m3)  t  The  ACAV  vehicle  proved  highly  nanutrverablo  in 
very  difficult  terrain.  It's  armored  protection  sufforod  minor  damage  from 
olaynoro  mines  and  was  not  penetrated.  Thoro  is  no  doubt  that  the  tremendous 
fire  power  and  amor  protection  of  tho  i.CAV  discouragod  major  VC  ambush. 

b.  Flano  Thrower  Carrier!  Tho  M132  proved  highly  manatfvorablo  but 
adequate  evaluation  could  not  bo  made  since  its  main  armament  was  never  employed. 

o«  Mortar  Battory  (Provisional):  Uhon  situations  permitted  (i.e. 
whan  troops  woro  all  disposed  within  supporting  range)  tho  troop  mortar  sections 
were  consolidated  into  a  Squadron  Mortar  Battory.  This  system  effected  greator 
control  and  more  efficient  uso  of  fires.  All  fire  request* wore  channelled 
ovor  tho  Mowitzor  Battery  FDC  not.  Tho  Howitzer  Battory  Corimndor,  as  tho 
Squadron  Fire  Support  Coordinator,  then  assigned  tho  firo  mission  as  approp¬ 
riate.  Since  TCE  does  not  provide  personnel  for  mortar  EDO's,  personnel  had 
to  be  taken  from  gun  orews  to  run  a  mortar  FDC.  Vhethor  tho  mortars  are  em¬ 
ployed  in  section  or  battory,  thoro  remains  tho  nooossity  for  an  FDC.  With 
all  three  sootions  enployod  in  battory  ono  FDC  can  operate  twenty-four  hours 
with  less  fatiquo  and  strain  to  personnel,  thus  docroasing  human  orror.  TCE 
also  does  not  provide  any  type  of  vohiole  to  bo  used  as  an  FDC.  Temporarily 
a  1  i  ton  trailer  is  serving  this  purpose,  but  it  is  totally  inadequate. 

In  all  casoo  of  employing  the  mortars,  security,  control  and  tho  ability  to 
provido  the  firo  support  roquirod  were  tho  prime  factors  to  bo  considered. 

In  many  oases,  as  with  K  Troop  on  this  oporation,  tho  balance  of  the  advantages 
will  tip  in  favor  of  the  troops  retaining  control. 

d.  Airmobilo  Contaot  Teams!  A  four  man  airmobile  contact  team 
consisting  of  ono  sonior  track  mechanic,  ono  turrot  mechanic,  and  two  track 
nochanics,  wsb  organized  for  this  oporation.  Thoir  purpose  was  to  fly  in  and 
install  major  components  such  as  transmissions,  transfer  cases,  etc.,  which 
oould  be  holi-liftod  to  disabled  vohiolos.  Tho  ono  attempt  at  using  this 
Byston,  whioh  was  the  installing  of  a  transfer  case  in  an  M113,  was  net  success¬ 
ful.  The  reason  for  tho  failuro  was  tho  inability  to  get  proper  sling 
arrangements  to  install  tho  part.  Tho  idea  of  bringing  in  tha  major  conponont 
by  helicoptor  is  sound.  In  addition  it  is  nocossary  to  get  tho  skillod 
personnel  to  tho  soono  as  soon  as  possiblo  to  quickly  install  tho  iton. 

o.  Organization  for  Combat:  One  of  the  objootivos  of  tho  Squadron 
prior  to  reaching  Vietnam  was  to  organize  itself  in  a  full  track  configuration 
for  ooribat.  The  purposo  was  to  oliminato  .the  reduood  nobility  which  would 
no  doubt  result  with  wheeled  vohiolos  in  tho  organization,  and  to  givo  maximum 
armor  protection  and  fire  power,  throughout  tho  Squadron.  Another  objective 
of  the  Squadron  was  to  minimizo  tho  "frittering"  away  of  oonbat  power  for  security 
of  tho  combat  trains  and  CP.  Tho  following  rosults  woro  obtained. 
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(1)  Full  track  organization*  All  whoalod  vehicles  woro  elimi¬ 
nated  from  the  fighting  forces,  to  inoludo  tho  C?,  with  no  major  problems 
enoounterod.  In  addition  tho  mobility  and  Armor  capabilities  of  tho  Squadron 

oould  bo  capitalized  to  the  maximum.  (See  Annex  Fs  Squadron  Orgaiatzation  for  Combat) 

(2)  CP  Seourity*  A  Howitzer  Battory/CP  complex  gave  tho  CP 
an  inherent  self-proteotive  capability.  In  oortain  situations  and  terrain, 
howovor,  it  was  still  necessary  to  use  an  Armored  Cavalry  Platoon  in  night 
security. 

(3)  Cutting  of  the  Logistical  Tail*  As  indicated  in  par  13  b 
abovo,  tho  Squadron  was  hot  tied  down  by  the  security  requirements  of  a  long 
logistioal  column,  but  was  free  to  utilize  its  full  mobility  and  combat  power. 

Tho  major  logistical  problems  occurred  when  resupply  convoys  could  not  go  to 
the  user,  but  had  to  have  using  elements  come  to  them. 

f.  Ground  Surveillance  Radar*  No  effective  use  of  GSR  was  made 
during  tho  operation  due  to  lack  af  batteries.  Future  operations  will  be 
neoded  to  determine  tho  full  capability  of  GSR. 

g.  Basic  Load*  The  basic  load  as  developed  and  adopted  by  the 
Squadion  is  still  being  evaluated.  There  was  not  enough  ammunition  oxponded 
on  this  particular  operation  to  obtain  any  meaningful  conclusions. 

h.  Armored  Vest*  Wearing  of  tho  armored  vost  proved  to  bo  a  life 
saver  on  several  occasions.  Although  it  will  not  stop  a  direct  round,  the 
armored  vost  does  stop  shrapnol  from  gronados  and  claymore  ninos.  Tho  vest 
doos  however,  oauso  .some  heat  sioknos3  probloma. 

15.  CCMMiNEER’S  ANALYSIS*  Overall  tho  operation  was  a  conploto  success 
both  in  completion  of  assigned  mission  and  in  tho  mutual  cooperation  achieved 
in  working  with  tho  Regional  Foroo  units.  As  this  report  indicates  there 
wero  many  lessons  learned  and  a  tremendous  amount  of  personal  experience  gained 
as  a  result  of  the  operation.  Tho  ohanco  to  evaluate  our  operating  techniques 
and  smooth  out  normal  internal  problems  boforo  operating  Rgainst  a  hard  core 
VC  Force  will  no  doubt  prove  invaluable.  In  addition  to  these  intangible 
results,  the  physical  damage  infliotod  upon  tho  onony,  plus  the  civil  action, 

MED&.P  missions,  etc., which  woro  accomplished  have  begun  to  turn  tho  VC  out 
of  an  important  resupply  aroa.  Also,  tho  nutual  respect  and  cooperation  gained 
in  working  with  tho  ARVN  forces  will  open  tho  doors  to  future  successful  oper¬ 
ations  of  a  joint  nature.  Although  tho  Squadron  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  and 
effort  oxtraoting  aired  vehioles,  I  do  not  believe  it  should  reflect  adversely 
on  the  capabilities  of  Armor  in  Viotnan.  Most  of  our  problems  with  tho  torrain 
wero  oonfined  to  small  areas  and  tend  to  overshadow  the  actual  cross  country 
nobility  that  was  aohiovod.  Not  to  be  ignored  are  experience  factors  which 
will  no  doubt  cause  an  improvement  in  futuro  operations,  and  the  fact  that 
much  of  the  terrain ie -still  soft  from  the  monsoon  rains. 

The  nodified  TCE  which  deloted  tho  tanks  from  the  -.raored  Cavalry 
Troops  did  not  hamper  the  operations,  although  the  tarks  were  oross  attached 
to  Armored  Cavalry  Troops,  in  many  cases  by  seotion,  it  is  not  necessary  to  tie 
the  Troop  to  the  lesser  mobility  of  the  tank. 

Two  major  points  are  to  be  gained  from  the  operation.  The  first 
is  the  merit  of  having  an  attached  Infantry  foroe  to  perform  missions  not 
appropriate  to  the  Armored  Cavalry.  Suoh  missions  include  searching  dense 
terrain,  pursuit  of  enemy  foroes  into  terrain  inaooessible  to  armor,  blocking 
enemy  escape  routes  whioh  are  inaccessible  to  armor,  or  driving  the  enemy 
into  an  armored  blooking  foroe,  in  many  cases  a  quick  reaoting  Infantry  foroe, 
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such  as  a  helibome  oompany,  could  have  accounted  for  considerable  BC  casualties# 
The  second  point  is  the  frustration  which  must  Is  endured  when  fighting  a  local 
VC  force.  His  tactic  of  using  the  local  poyulatioh  as  cover  places  a  definite 
need  for  restraint  on  the  part  of  the  unit  contender.  More  thought  should  be  given 
to  immediate  evacuation  of  the  population  in  such  VC  controlled  areas  to  remove 
the  VC  cover. 

,16.  BECOhiMEHDATIONS  ? 

a.  Evacuate  the  villages  of  PHU  HOI  (YS0S2880)  and  BEN  CAM  (YS095890). 
Both  the  villages  are  VC  controlled  and  serve  as  cover  for  the  VC. 

b.  Continue  US  and  AEVN  operations  in  the  NHON  TRACE  district  to 
destroy  the  VC  supply  link  to  the  East. 

0.  Continue  to  increase  the  Psy  War  and  MEDCAP  activities  in  the 
NHON  TEACH  district  in  oonjuotion  with  joint  operation. 

d.  Initiate  a  study  on  aerial  resupply  of-  Class  III  anf  V  for  the 

Regiment. 

e.  Strive  for  Infantry/Armored  Cavalry  oombined  operations,  pre¬ 
ferably  with  a  hell  borne  Infantry  Force. 

f.  R'eploce  wheeled  resupply  vehinloe  with  t.renlced  resupply  vehicles. 
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Annex  A  to  Combat  Operations  After  motion  Hoport  to  Op  HICKORY 


TASK  ORGANIZATION  (initially)  J 
TM  I 

Trp  1/3-11  Armd  Cav  (-1  Plat) 

1  Sec/M/3-11  Armd  Cav 

1  FO/Hov/3-11  Armd  Cav 

2  RVN  National  Polioomen  (CPCON) 

TM  L 

Trp  L/3-li  /armd  Cav  (-1  Plat) 

1  Plat/M/3-11  ivimd  Cav 
1  Sq<y  3/919  Engr 
1  PO/how/ 3-11  Armd  Cav 

1  M132A1 

2  RVN  National  Polioomen  (0PC0N) 
TM  N 

2  RVN  RP  Co's  (CPCON) 

1  RVN  Boat  Co  (OPCOn) 

1  Sqd/Trp  K/3-ll  Armd  Cav 

1  Sqdn  LNO  Tm/3-H  Armd  Cav 

2  RVN  National  PnH  oomor  (CTOTH) 


Ti  l  K 

Trp' "k/3-ll  Armd  Cav  (-Int  Sqd) 

1  Soc/m/3-11  urmd  Cav 
1  Sqd/3/919  Engr 

1  F0/Hov/ 3-11  Armd  Cav 

1  M132A1 

2  RVN  National  Policoman  (OPCON) 
TM  M 

Co  M/3-11  Armd  Cav  (-2  Plat) 

1  RP  Co  (CPCON) 

1  Plat/ 1  Trp/3-11  Armd  Cav 
3/919  Engr  (-) 

1  M132A1 

2  RVN  National  Polioomen  (CPCON) 
TP  CON 

AVN  Soc/j-ll  Armd  Cav 

1  CH-IB/Trans  Seo/ll  Armd  Cav  ( CPCON) 

2  It  Piro  Tms/ll  Armd  Cav  (CPCON) 

How  3 try  (-) 

*  RVIT  Pnnonrto  flqd'o  (OPCON) 


j 


tk  0 

1  Plat/Trp  1,/j-ll  Armd  Cav 
Aroa  &  Route  Rooon  Tm'  8 
517th  Engr  (OPCON) 


CONFIDENTIAL- 


1 


1 


_____  _ I' 

C0NF10ENT1AL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Annex  0  to  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Renort  to  Op  HICKORY. 
Casualty  Listt 


names  rahk 

NUNGESTER,  Roy  A  PFC  E3 

JONES,  Harold  E.  SPC  E7 

PIERCE,  John  R.  PIC  E3 

DOYLE,  David  K.  Maj  04 

HALSTEAD,  Wayne  P.  Capt  03 

EVANS,  Peter  H.  l/Lt  02 

WHITE,  Roger  D.  PIC  E3 

ADSSERESSSS,  Robert  B.  SGT  E5 

CHO,  Benediot  S.K.  Jr.  SGT  E5 

HARRISON  ,  Robert  L.  SP/4  E4 

JACKSON,  Darrell  A.  PIC  E3 

JOYCE,  Dennis  L.  S3G  36 

MJkZZOTTE ,  Gregory  C.  PIC  E3 

MoNEAL,  Thonas  L.  PIC  E3 

MILLER,  Karl  M.  SP/5  E5 

PENNINGTON,  Janes  F.  SSG  E6 

STAPIETON,  Jerry  L.  l/Lt  02 

WOOD,  Vanoe  C.  PIC  E3 

FREDRICK,  Janes  W.  SSG  E6 

BURNEY,  John  D.  PIC  E3 

SANK,  Nguyen  Van  SSG  E6 


date  &  time 

OF  INJURY 
071505  Oct  66 
072355  Oot  66 
091215  Oot  66 
111050  Oot  66 
111050  Oot  66 
111050  Oot  66 
111050  Oct  66 
I4I6OO  Oot  66 
141600  Oot  66 
141600  Oot  66 
141600  Oot  66 
141600  Oot  66 
141600  Oot  66 
141600  Oot  66 
141600  Oct  66 
141600  Oct  66 
141600  Oot  66 
141600  Oot  66 
111050  Oot  66 
110040  Oot  66 
141600  Oot  66 


TYPE  AND  EXTENT  OF  WOUNDS 
GSW  rt  shoulder 
Frag  Wound  Left  Am 
Ferf  wds  of  abdomen  &  chest  (DCW) 
Frag  butt  &  rt  leg 
Frag  rt  leg,  am,  scrotum 
Suporfioal  vnd  lower  rt  log 
Frags  in  groin 
Frag  rt  am  &  rt  log 
Frag  rt  knee 
Frag  rt  log  &  rt  am 
Frag  faoe,  stonaoh,  ohost  (KIA) 
Frag,  legs,  am,  faoo 
Frag  head 
Frag  rt  leg 
Frag  in  butt 

Frag  faco.  It  am,  It  log 

Frag  rt  log 

Frag  arms  &  legs 

Frag  vd,  baok 

Frag  vd,  It  am 

Frag  wd.  It  oalf 
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Annex  D  to  Coribat  Operations  After  AoU-x  impure  to  Op  HICKORY. 
AMMUNITION  EXPENDITURE » 


1. 

CTG,  5.56  Ball 

5,760 

2. 

CTO,  7.62  Ball 

2,400 

5. 

CTG,  7.62  LED  4  &  1 

12,000 

A. 

CTG,  Cal  50  LED  4  is  ! 

L  11,000 

5. 

CTG,  40nn  HE 

224 

6. 

CTG,  4.2”  HE 

252 

7. 

CTG,  4.2"  Illun 

91 

8. 

CTG,  4.2”  W 

28 

9. 

CTG,  105m  HE 

637 

10. 

CTG,  105nn  Illvin 

146 

11. 

ctg,  105m  yp 

174 

12. 

CTG,  90nm  Cnnnister 

25 

13. 

CTG,  90nn  WI' 

1 

14. 

Gran,  Hand  Frag 

10 

15. 

Gren,  Hand  C3 

4 

16. 

Gron.  Hand  Snoko 

(Rod,  Groan,  Violet)  96 

17. 

Flare,  Surfaoo  Trip 

M49 

104 

18. 

RKT,  2.75" 

140 

19. 

Thioknor  M-l 

400  lbs 
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Reference,  Map,  Y1BSKUI,  1,50,000  63501,  6330II, (siring 
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